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..-. . - -, . Try charter schools 
. AcRo Opinion I 
' ThePaducahSlm 

7hell~~~thatAfliaw'4rmhnand 
Hispanic~mKentwkyaredrop 
pingoutofdmlatahigherratethan 
whaes~theusua lhandwring ing  

. atthestateDepWmatdl3mth 
Arepoa~Wbythedepartrnenb 

s h a w e d t h e w r a t e s f o r w a n d  
Hispmcsnsekxthesecondyearina 
mw. Almost 6 perrent of Afihn-Ameri- 

" ianmdmtsleftschodwikutgettinga 
~ s c h 0 o l d i p l o m a ; t h e ~ r a t e f o r  
their white peas was 3.2 pacerd, a slight 
declinefiomthepaiousyeat 

LisaCnosE,asp&mmanbthe 
~ o n d e p a r t m e r b , ~ d i s m a y  
a b u d t h e b s t ~ ~  
by the dmpcut Statistics. '% d q p h t -  
ing," she tokl The C o u r i m - J d  of 
Lar i sv i l l e . . 'Waego t todo~  

Eduol t ion-havebeen~  
i n g t a d o m n d h g a b a d t h e d g a p  
inthetlaticn'splblicdmkhmae 

*.m3oy=. 
2 4 Asagmp,Mackchildrenh 

k x k m u e - l a g w w h i t e  
, ~ h ~ h o m e s i n  

. , B m o s t m e a s u m d a c a d e m i c ~  
~ . ' 4 l t h @ M a c k ~ h a M : l m p w e d  

theiracademicpeaformanoe,the& 
.dividestillpersists,~repeated 
, ~bvschooloffick&to"doscme- 

thing'" abut it, 
" *  ~ ~ W . W l s h ' s N o c h i l d  

Inawoddinwhkhahighschod 
diploma pwjdes little gmantee of rn 
nomic senuity, ,dropouts are almostcer- 
t a i n t o l i v e w h h f a i h u e a n d ~  

Thestate'seducadionkackmadt 
i d i f f ~ ~ t h e ~ d ~ ~  
Wh0fall throughthe~"scracks.  
u m ,  Y,, there is no evi- 
dencetheschodbureaugacyiswilling 
tomaebeyondorthodox~esfm 
h e l p l n g ~ m i n o r i t y s t u d e r d s -  
~ t h a t ~ h f a i l e d t o  
pTcdmthedesired-, 

Adifktntapproechispromctedby 
theNo~LeftBehind]aw:Allow 
~ i n p o o d y ~ s c h o o l s t o  
transfertobettasdlcols. 

ThisoptionexistsinKentwky, 
b u t ~ i n t h e o r y . S c h o a l ~ i s  
exixm&limitsdinthis~.Theody 
parentswhocanBcerciserealchoiceare 4 
t l o o s e w i t h t h e ~ ~ t o p b  
theirchildreninpivateschoolsormae 
t o ~ w i t f i ~ p u b l l c  
sdmols. 

Tooaften,blitck*inkrw- 
imrrme-aretrappedin 
failingschools. if state^^ 
trulyalecommiaedtocloslngtheracial 
mthey~suppa tp rograms~g ive  
t h e s e ~ a c h a n e t o ~ e r t o a  
beaersdmoL 

~ n e e d s c h a a e r ~ t h a t  
~ b e e n ~ f r o m ~ I u l e s  
andpermittedtotailQtheirppm 
tothewishesd~andtheneeds 
dchildrenThispqmhformdschol I 

couldtala*tothemleMelwith 
lIcdd&dplbllcdmkthatgiwr 
pmtsagreaterstakeintheeducadiono , 

theirchildwl 
Whatdoesthestatehavetoloseby 

allawing at least limited dml c b k ?  
Thestatealreadyisksingthousandsd 
y c u n g & - ~ ~ d r o p ' , " t  
dtheplMicdmkandartertheadult 
wcaldwithcutahdatimforsuccgs 

It's timeforsdmdc&cialstoQ 
somethingthathasthepotemaltoshake 
upthesiaiusquoandcreaderealhopefa 
childrenfacingthepospectofalifetime 

' 

a s ~ ~ c i t i z e n s .  
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